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down in the scale, of life that it is difficult to' distinguish them from plants. Pigeons are distinct from pheasants, but the line at which the one species ends and the other begins is difficult to draw. This fact seems to invite some theory of one form changing into other. Accordingly the evolutionist explains the working of the process which he asserts to be sufficient to produce all the various forms of life in our globe.
After stating this 'more In detail than we have previously done, we shall be In a better position to judge If the process (which in the main we have no desire to deny or even to question) can dispense with guidance and the fixing of certain lines and limits within which, and of certain types.towards which, the development proceeds. That Is our point.
It is hardly necessary to Illustrate the enormous destruction of life which goes on in the world. Even among the human race, the percentage of infants that die in the first months of their life is very large. But In the lower forms of life it is truly enormous. Only consider the myriads of insects that perish from hunger or accident, and from the preying of one,, species on another, If It wer'e not so, the world would be overrun by plagues of, mice, of birds, of insects of all kinds, and'.indeed by creatures of every grade. The term " struggle for existence" Is, then, not an inapt one. All forms of living creatures have to contend with enemies which seek "to prey upon or to destroy them, with the difficulty of obtaining food, and